Policy NE2 — Green Belt

No development will be permitted in the green belt for purposes other than those
essential for agriculture, woodland and forestry, recreational uses compatible with an
agricultural or natural setting, mineral extraction or restoration or landscape renewal.

The following exceptions apply to this policy:

1.

Proposals for development associated with existing activities in the green belt
will be permitted but only if all of the following criteria are met:

a) the development is within the boundary of the existing activity.

b) the development is small-scale.

C) the intensity of activity is not significantly increased.

d) any proposed built construction is ancillary to what exists.

Essential infrastructure, such as electronic communications infrastructure and
electricity grid connections, transport proposals identified in the Local
Development Plan, such as the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route, as well
as roads planned through the masterplanning of new housing and
employment allocations, which cannot be accommodated other than in the
green belt.

Buildings in the green belt which have a historic or architectural interest or
traditional character that contributes to the landscape setting of the city will be
permitted to undergo a change of use to private residential use or to a use
which makes a worthwhile contribution to the amenity of the green belt,
providing it has been demonstrated that the building is no longer suitable for
the purpose for which it was originally designed. (See Supplementary
Guidance on The Conversion of Steadings and other Non-residential
Vernacular Buildings in the Countryside).

Proposals for extensions of existing buildings as part of a conversion or

rehabilitation scheme will be permitted in the green belt provided:

a) the original building remains visually dominant;

b) the design of the extension is sympathetic to the original building in
terms of massing, detailing and materials; and

C) the siting of the extension relates well to the setting of the original

building.



